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EASTERN ROADS
GETRATEADVANCE

OF 5 PER CENT
Decision Expected to Yield
Additional Revenue Ap¬
proximating $30,000,000.

I. C. C. NOT UNANIMOUS
in Granting increase

Chairman Harlan and Commis¬
sioner Clements Dissent

Vigorously.

SOMK K.XCKPTIONB TO AWARD

In Administration Circles Outcome Is
Welcomed as of Great

Importance.

WASHINGTON, December 1$..Fur¬
ther Increases !r. freight rates were

granted to the Hastern railroads to¬

day by the Interstate Commerce Com¬
mission In a decision from which
Chairman Harlan and Commissioner
C'lementn dissented vigorously.

Rxcept on lake and rail trAflic, coal,
rokn, Iron ore and certain other traf¬
fic. upon whi^h the commission here¬
tofore has* llxeil rates adjudicated "rea¬
sonable." nil railroads operating in the
territory between the Atlantic sea¬
board and the Mississippi, north of
the Potomac and Ohio lllvers, were al¬
lowed the flat 5 per cent Increase for
which they have been asking for four
yea rs.
The railroads hoped to get increases

which would add to the annual rev¬
enues some 150,000,<">00. The commis¬
sion's decision is expected to give them
additional revenue approxlmalitiE 530,-
000,000.
The roads east of a north and south

line drawn through Buffalo, Pitts¬
burgh and Charleston. W. Va . won by
to-day's decision the Increases other
than upou the traffic excepted, which
were denied them in the commission's
decision last August. The roads west
of this line, which got partial ad¬
vances in the August decision, received
further advances; so that now all the
roads. In what is described as otlieial
classification territory, will enjoy uni¬
form advances in both class and com¬
modity rates.
The majority of the commission held

that the roads had established in the
latest hearings, a greater need of ad¬
ditional net income than ever before.
This was due, tho decision held, to
exigencies arising out of the war, and
to an already existing necessity for
additional revenues to maintain rail¬
road properties."
I'INOl.Xi.S OF .MAJORITY

<*)IOUAI.|.V WRONG"
Chairman Harlan, In "his dissenting

opinion, held that auffielent aid had
been given the roads by the August
decision, and that the llndings of the
majority were "morally wrong." Com-
iniseloner Clements hayed his dissent
upon what be regarded as the inabil-
ity, in law, of the commission to take
cognizance of anything In the making
of rates other than their justice and
reasonableness.

In administration circles the out-
come of the case was welcomed as of
vast importance. President Wilson is¬
sued no formal statement, but the
White House oflicials said he was
greatly pleased over the decision and
expected it to have an immediate effect
upon the country's economic situation.
The President had made no secret of
liis belief that improvement of condi¬
tions generally was dependent, to an
extent at least, upon additional rev-'
cnue being provided in some way foi
the. railroads. Trailn on which no in-|
crease was allowed represents about!
.Ha per cent of tli'* entire volume of'
freight handled by the roads. Coal,,
coke and lr<-n oi ., however, are bulky
commodities, taking lower rates, eon-j
seiiuently the revenue derived from
them is relatively small.
/ In the Kasterii District. 10 per cent
of the entire volume of freight is an¬
thracite, 31 per cent bituminous coal,

per cent coke. f< per cent ores. The
coal roads, in the opinion of the com-jmission, already are prolitable.
PKIt.MlTS ,\l>\ A M ON

SH\ Hit A I. COMMODITIES
After further consideration, the com¬

mission permits advances to bo made
on cement, starch, brick, tile, clay and
plaster. On these commodities 110 ad¬
vances were permitted by the decision
of August 1. Joint rates between of¬
ficial classification territory and terri¬
tory south of the Potomac and Ohio
ami east of the Mississippi may be in-
creased not to exceed ii per cent. It*-1
terstate rates to and from Xcw Kncland
also inav bo increased not to exceed].*1 per cent.
While present existing differentials

among various Atlantic ports are pre¬
served, the rates between any two of
them also may be increased 5 per cent.
The decision says:

"While we differ as to the relative
importance to be attached to the vari¬
ous considerations presented, we agree
in the conclusion that it is necessary!
that the carriers' revenues be supple¬
mented by increases throughout official!
classification territory. Whatever the
consequences of the war may prove-
to be, we must recognize the fact that;it exists, the fact that it is a calamity
without precedent and the fact th.it by
it the commerce of the \<'orhl has been
disarranged and thrown into confusion.
The means of transportation are funda¬
mental and Indespensablc agencies in
our industrial life, and for the com¬
mon weal should be kept abreast of
public requirements.

"Carriers will be required to keep an
account of the additions to their reve¬
nues from increases in rates subsequent
to July 20, mi l. and from new charges
and.to report separately thereon to the
commission at the end of twelve and
twenty-four months, respectively."
JIAV 1112 INCH 1OAS 101>

I NIHCIt I,IMITATIONS
After stating the exceptions, the de¬

cision proceeded:
"In our original reports we declined

to allow increased rates in central
freight association territory 011 cement,
stanch, brick, tile, clay and plaster.
On further consideration in the light
of existing situation, those rates may
be increased throughout official classifi¬
cation territory undei the limitations
herein set forth.

"Joint rates between official classifi¬
cation territory on the one hand and
southeastern territory, the southwest
and points 011 or oast of the Missouri
Jliver on the other, may be Increased

(Continued on Third l'ago.)

EMPTY SEATS IN PARLIAMENT'
Jinny Member* In llolb House* Will lie

Absent un Account of War.
PA IMS. December 18..There will be

a. number of empty seats In both
houses when the Frcnch Parliament
meets on December 22. Those of Sen¬
ator Km lie Itcyrnond and Deputies
j lerre Oougori, Kdouard Mortler and
1 aul Proust, who wfcro Killed In bat¬
tle. will be draped In crape.
Thorn are a number of Senators and

Deputies In the territory occupied by.
Germany, and the French government
has been trying to communicate with
|hem through the Spanish embassy in
Merlin, but so far unsuccessfully."
Anionic the members Is one of the

d.-ans of the Senate, the academician.
Alfred Mesleres. Others Include Sen¬
ators Charles Noel. Georges Brmant,
Charles Sebllne, Joseph Dehove, Gus-
lave I>ron and Augustc Potle, who are
Mayor? of the cities they represent In
I arl lament, anjl remained at their

t posts.
' I

j Deputy Pasqual, a territorial lleuten- I
ant in the active French army. Is
another who will l,e missing. Ilc was
ak-n prisoner; at Maubeuge. Deputy
Basly, the Mayor of Den*. will also bu
absent, as he is believed to have been
shot by the Germans.

SENATE REJECTS COLLINS
He In IteeeNM Appointee mm I'ontmnrter

of Kannnn City, Mo.
W ASII1XGTON. Ii'ppmbor lfi..The

nomination of \v. N. Collins as post-
j master at Kansas City, Mo., a recess
appointee, was rejected by the Senate
to-day. Senator Heed, of Missouri, op-
posed confirmation.

K.irly tills week the Senate refuged
to conlirm J. D. Lynn, whose nornina-
tjon to district attorney for Western
New Vork, was opposed by Senator
',orm»n. some Senators maintain
that none of the President's recess
appointments will be confirmed if they
are objectionable to Senators from the
states involved, and they also hold
'hat such rejections should operate to

pprevent recess appointees from hold-
-fig ofnee. The President, however, is

j said to have maintained that Mr. Dynn
I should hold office until March 4, under
the recess appointment, despite rejec-
tlon ijf the nomination.

REBELLION AT AN END
Most of Follorrer* of Or Wet and

"ever* Captured or Dispersed.
CAPETOWN*. December IS (v!a Don-

?un);T'?e,,,!ra' Botha. Premier of
I the Lnlon of South Africa, considers1
the rebellion, apart from the rounding

I up of u few stray bands, is at an end.
He lias gone for a short vacation be-

! ,.or'* undertaking a campaign against
»German Southwest Africa.

LrYU,1.1 ,h? raJ»t"re of General de Wet
ar.d the death of General Beyers in

jar. engagement, the South African Kov-
ernment recently announced the re-

, belnon started by those leaders was

j practically at an end. Most of the !
followers of De Wet and Bevers It
was said, either had been captured or'
dispersed.

COTTON LOAN FUND POPULAR
npmnnilM From Southern States Kx»

eroding Kxpectntlona,
WASHINGTON. December IS..Al>

though no complete list of applica¬
tions .or loans from the J13S.OOO.OOO
loan fund are available In Washing¬
ton. .1 was said hera. to-night that
ilemand> were exceeding expectations
and that predictions that the fund
would not be used except by a few
borrowers would not be borne out. One
official, in close touch with the situa- I
lion, declared to-night he believed a
trip "through the South in the interest
o! the fund would develop enough re-
ciuests to take up the entire amount.

MUST LIVE UP TO CONTRACT
Dnnlrln Orders Paymaster - (,'enrrnl

111 ^ Iil l v lo Knfurrr (.ItiijHe.
WASHINGTON, December IS..Con-

tractors who agree to furnish navy ma-
tcrlal must hereafter fulfil their con¬
tracts on time or suffer a penalty.
Secretary Daniels to-day ordered the
paymaster-general rigidly u> enforce
the clause in all contracts and open
purchase orders stipulating that if sat¬
isfactory delivery is not completed on
time, the paymaster-general shall be
at liberty to buy the articles at the
contra tor's expense, any additional
tost to be collected from the bond*-
man.

TAKEN OVER BY GOVERNMENT
JVew Slranifr Alftntlnn Becomes Flan-

.whip of .Mfri'nnlllf Squadron.
NKW YORK, December iS..The new

IS.030-ton steamer Alsatian, of the
Allen Line, lias been taken over by the
British government ami made flagship
of the British mercantile cruiser squad¬
ron. according to a cablegram received
here to-day by II. and A. Allen, agents
of the line. The Alsatian has been
fitted with eight six-inch rifles and
several quick-firers. Admiral Dudley
It. Dechair is in command of the
squadron.

CREW RESCUED AT SEA
.No l.lveM Lost When the British Straro-

or Blvulet Foundered-
KKY WEST. FLA.. December IS..

Rescue of the crew of the British
steamer Rivulet, which, foundered at
sea, was reported at Sand Key. Fla..
late last night l>y the British steamer
Alton. Captain Harrison. Captain Har¬
rison .said that the crew of the Rivulet
is now at Abacco Lighthouse, Tia-
hainas. He added tint no lives were
lost when the Rivulet foundered. The
Rivulet was en route from Naples to
Gulfport, and left the Italian port
about November 15. No further de-
tails are known here.

SCHOONER PUTS INTO PORT j
Tlte Alice liny Davenport I.enkinK
Itndly and Willi Pumps Out of Order.
WILMINGTON. N. C.. December IS .

Leaking badly, and with her pumps
out of order, the. schooner Alice May
Davenport, hound from Turks Island.
Bahamas, for Portland. Me., with a
cargo of salt, put into Southport to¬
day for repairs. The vessel's pumps
gave way during the recent storm
which swept the South Atlantic coast.
Her condition is not serious.

BRYA¥wiL.IL NOT BE HOST
Call* Oft Diplomatic Breakfast Because

of Presidents Bereavement.
WASHINGTON. December IS..Sec¬

retary Bryan announced to-day that
the diplomatic breakfast, usually given
by v^he {Secretary of State, at his resi¬
dence on Now Year's Day, would be
omitted tltis winter because of Presi¬
dent Wilson's recent bereavement.

T.J.AGEEKILLED
Fourteen People Are Injured

When Passenger Train
Leaves Rails.

BACKING AROUND CURVE

Derailment Occurs Two Miles
North of Jetersville, at

3:10 o'Clock.

Thomas J. Agoe, of *>12 North Thir¬
ty-third Street. WHS killed Instantly,
ami fourteen persons were injured, at
.1.10 o'clock yesterday afternoon on the
. outhorn Hallway, two miles north of
Jetersville, when the tender of pas¬
senger train No. 13 left the rails, drag¬
ging with it the engine and two pas-
sencnr roachM. The train. In chargeof conductor i|. K. I)rrtk. slIU, Bnc,m.er
J. h. Robinson, was hacking toward
Richmond, and rounding a sharp curve
at a speed of twenty miles an hour
when the accident occurred.
I.ist ok

INJURKD IA WMKCK
The injured nre:

monH^'lfPr| J| Ho,),n'!nn. Of Rich-mond. bruised about bodv and face

Injuredr P°Mock- of r,»nville: slightly
Mrs. E. r. Thomas, of 301 r, foist

brubred. m°,,,non'1: . r,Rht arm

"" "«

.
f" "S »«>tln,ore. Baltimore. Md.; riehtleg bruised. 'h

1

¦Jk »"*<*««»>¦ v..=

,lith,iy V..:

r.:' V- "ova 11. 223 East Tenth

eye
' Richmond; cut over left

Kate Redd, colored. Meherrin Va .

left knee and hip bruised
Baggage -Master T. C\ Allen, of Kich-mond. cut on face :in<l bandsMreman Thomas <Marke. coloredRichmono: left arm badly bruised

"I' hmond; slightly injured.
,

Owen. Emporia, va .

hurr A,rs Owne's ten-vear-

jurcd a^ompa»,Mn^ her. was unin-

TllHEE 1»|| VSICIA \s
WERE OX TRAIN

Immediate attention was Riven the
injured »» three physicians, fJr y.,Jn.
t'ersvn'l *Vi".'! r

"r " T' ptvers- ot Jo-'!' X r>r .Aaron, of Amelia, who
,

Irni" when "ie accident
nhvi'f A special train carryingph j si clans and nurses in charge of Dr
i»V°,rKe " .'"'""'on. was made up inHichomnd and hurried to the scenl of!

whcn ,,ew* of the accident
' ,td h«rc- A wrecking crew last,iV,« ,L» iaK n work clearing awav

flcL ofr.f' 11 vv'as staled at.tho of.
?. .C ' °'i: ern RaJlway'here last

rlu" ',no woul<T»tro open'rSfitrafnc at an early hour this morning.
ii\e >

° of Afl"' A gee was broughtto> Klcninond last night on train .Vo. lt
When he met his death he was on hl«
way to vjsit rolative s at Blanche, N*.
«
... during the Christinas holidays. He
had been employed as a mechanic In
the c hesaneake and <»hio Railway here

r

and I»*av< s a wife. His body was bud-
ly niarm ied when pulled from the
wreckage. and there was every indica¬
tion that death was instantaneous.
WAS PRECEDED IIV

FREIGHT WRECK
At l o:.> o'clock yesterday morning!

several cars in through freight train'
No. .4 were derailed not far from!
Hula, a way station near Jetersville,

tearing up the track for some distance!
and completely blocking traillc. Before
the later accident occurred, passenger'train No. s, due to arrive in Richmond!
from the .South at 2:3.-, l\ M., an<; Pas-1
senger train No. 13. leaving Here at!
10:^0 A. M , had met at the scene of
the treight wreck and transferred pas¬
sengers. No. 13, carrying passengers
Jrom points South toward Richmond.!
was going north, the engine hacking
when the fatal accident occurred, not:
far from the scene ,.f the morningwreck. Jn the ill-fated train were a
baggage coach, an express car and twoi
day coaches. After the transfer the
tender was at the front of the train
and the two day coaches next to theengine. ilailroad officials stated lastnight that they were unable to account!lor the accident.
IMIYSICIA\<i ItEI'OItT

l\Jt KEI) NOT >KH loi'SI.V III It I"
It was stated last night that at-

tending physicians do not regard as
extremely dangerous the injuries of
any of those hurt in the wreck
Bruises, slight cuts and fractures, it
was stated, are the most serious in¬
juries sustained, although persons
reaenins here last night from the scene
0. the wrick reported that manv pas-

'
sengers not actually injured were bad¬
ly shocked.

In leaving the rails engine 1105 of
the passenger train, crashed to the
ground on its side, tearing away sec¬
tions ot" the track several yeards in
length, while its tender was twisted
into a tangled mass of wreckage and
almost demolished. Of the coaches in
tlie train, the first-class car, next to
the engine, was the hardest hit. The
second-class coach, next to th.- train
was badly damaged.
The accidents of yesterday tend to

confirm a prevalent superstition that
railroad wrecks rarely ever come sing- !
1.v. but that one wreck is usuallv fol-
lowed by others within a brief period
of time, a derailment on the South-
ern Railway, between Richmond and
Danville, last Tuesday, blocked traffic |for several hours, being followed with-in a short time by the two accident"
of yesterday.

SHOTS FALL ON U. S. SOIL
Cnmpn l-Xnliltnlieil nt \nrn lij Amer¬

ican Troops.
XAC'O, AlllZ., December IS.'.Fivebullets from the Mexican lightingaround Naco, Sonoro, .struck to-daynear shelters luiilt by I'nited States

troops 011 (be border. Many other shotsfell on United States territory.
Klank camps east and west of N'aco,Ariz., were established to-day by the

American troops. The Sixth Krigailo of
Infantry ami three batteries of artil-
lerv en route are expected here to¬
morrow. Ammunition arrived to-day.Intermittent firing on the Mexican
side continued all day. Hills' Car-
ran/.a troope, defending N'aco, seemed
to bo doing most of the shooting.
George i'. t'arothers, special agent of

the American State Department, ar¬
rived to-day at the camp of the be¬
siegers. He went into conference with
Governor Maytorena.

RUSSIANS FALL
Half the Joy ol Receiving Lies in Sharing

NowJoJin rryu
pe^S it ^TOtXTZd
a»Tnoxi£f you-r x

little friejid-'S (

GARDNER GETS ANGRY
AT COMMITTEE HEARING

Demands of Members Whether They
Question Data Submitted to Prove

Unpreparedness.
MEETING ENDS IN AN UPROAR

Massachusetts Representative Resents
Imputation Tliat His Campaign
for Investigation Is in Interest of
Manufacturers of War Materials.

WASHINGTON, December IS.. Public
'

hearings before the House Naval Com-
inittec ended to-day in an uproar, wlun
Representative Gardner, of .Massa¬
chusetts, a witness, demanded that
committee members say whether they
questioned data he had submitted 10
prove Hie nation's military unprc.
pa redness.
Mr. Gardner'.;, insistence so angered

Representative Witlierspoon. of Missis¬
sippi. that he quit the committee room, jA series of questions put immediately
afterwards by Representative Gray, of
Indiana, aroused Mr. Gardner's resent-
ment, and the meeting broke upabruptly. I

Representative Gardner vigorouslyresented what he said was an imputa¬
tion that his campaign for investiga¬
tion of the military situation was in
the interest of manufacturers of' war
materials. He called upon Mr. Gray,who was questioning him, to "get upand prove his facts." but the latter had
nothing further to say. and the chair-
man declared the hearing ended.
The committee will meet Monday to

complete the naval appropriation bill,the plan being to report it. if possible,
before the holidays.

Mr. Gardner's statements to-day were
based largely on the testimony of the
admirals and others before the com-
iniuee and reports of the navy general
board. The war of words came after
the witness had finished the statement
and submitter! to a long cross-examina¬
tion. Mr. Gardner said lie did not
want his statements challenged later
in Congress, and sought an immediate
expression from th" committee mem¬
bers.
wrrmenspoox i)K( i,aim:s

nwii KST "oi'Tn,\<;root v
Representative Witherspoon declared

sharply that the request was "out¬
rageous."

"I move tha» the hearings be closed." jsaid the Mississippi Representative.'
"I am tired of this outrage."
Chairman Padgett asked him to Jwithdraw the motion, but lie persisted,

and when Mr. Gardner renewed bin
request for an expression of opinion,
left the room.
"Did you write any letter's to anymercantile organizations over the

country?" asked Mr. Gray when quiet
had been restored.

"I hired a man to send out a printed
letter to every Chamber of Commerce
in the land, telling them to bring it
before the meeting, and inclosing a
copy of my speech. In the South, par
tieularly North Carolina, several of
them did not approve of it."
"How many of these letters did yoti

write?"
"I do not know. I gave it to one of

these publicity fellows."
"What organizations did-you employ

for that purpose?" persisted Mr. Gray.
Continued on Second Page.)

FRINGE IS EXCELLENT
FINANCIAL CONDITION

Optimistic Report of General Situ¬
ation Given by M. Ribot, Min¬

ister of Finance.

KKES NO C VLSI: FOR AXXIKTY
I

Total of National Defense Sub-!
scribed For Fveeeds 1,000,000,000
Francs. .Magnitude of Accounts
Indicates Confidence in Hank.

PAItlS. December IS (j:15 P. M.t..
An optimistic report of the conditions
of tlx- treasury rt ti«i of the general,
financial situation in France was made
to the appropriation:- committee of the
Chamber of I»ep*:tic3 to-day by M.
Ribot, Minister of Finance. The min¬
ister declared the- nation's financial re¬
serves were such that she can regard
without anxiety the prospect of pro¬longation of hostilities. .
M. Kibot appeared to explain the

1915 budget. Ib* told the committee
that the government had anvaneed to
other countries these sums: to Bel¬
gium. francs < 0«>0,000);Servia, ftO.o M'/irtu francs: <! recce, -0.-100.000 francs; tiie i'ank of Montenegro,000,000 francs.
The treasur;- on September 1 had !n

circulation i_. 7...>."),000 francs of treas¬
ury bonds. Tills was Increased before
tlie end uf November to !>40,000.000francs, the total authorized under the
government's decree of October 1.
However, the government of December
?. authorized an increase to a total of
1.100, (.<00.000 francs. The total of:
national d- fi-nsc r>'s subscribed for now
exceeds } ,000,000.000 francs.
The Finance Minister explained that

the Bank tit" France advanced to the
government for mobilization expenses
2.000,000.000 franca. The Bank of Al-
geria advanced 100,000,000 francs. This
proved insufficient, and in September
the government called upon the Bank
of France t«. increase its advances to
an ultimate total of n,00n,000,000 francs.

M. Uibot pointed out that the goldholdings of the bank on December 1-)
were slightly in excess of tiie amount
held just be fore the beginning of the
war, which was -1,141,341,663 francs.
F.fTorts are being made to increase this
stock. M. itihot also called attention
in the comparatively small increase in
note circulation, which in the last two
months and a half had expended only
GST.000,000 francs.
The magnitude of current accounts

indicate popular confidence in the Bank
of France, ,\f. Bibot said. The notes
of the Bank t>f France, lie also points
out. are standing at par abroad, while
the notes of her enemies have de-
predated considerably,

kaiserTo return to frontI

Uctntiieil lit llrrlln for Some Tlmr Dp.
en use of Illness.

AMSTKP.DAM, December IS (via Bon-
don).. According to tiie Telegraaf. Km-
peror William, who has been detained
In Berlin for some time because of Ill¬
ness, will return to the front this week.
The J'mperor, the dispatch says, has

just conferred tho decoration of tho
Iron Cross, first-class, on Chancellor
von Betlimann-Hollwojf.

BRITISH PROTECTORATE
OVER EGYPT PROCLAIMED

Prince Hussein Kenial, Uncle of
Present Khedive, Appointed

Ills Successor.

WIMi TAKK TITLK OK SULTAN'

Filmland Accepts All Responsibility
and Declares Country Free From
All Obedience to Constantinople
Self-Governnient Is lixpected.
LONDON', December IS (11:12 P. M >.
A British protectorate over Egypt

was proclaimed to-day. Prince Hus¬
sein Kcmal ba.s been appointed Sultan,
and lias accepted., lie is an uncle of
Abbas Illlmi. until now Khedive.
The French government has recog¬nized the P.ritish protectorate, over

Egypt, in which France formerly bad
such important interests, and in return
Great Britairt has given notice that it
adheres to the Franco-Moorish treatyof i!M_\ which gave France a protec¬
torate over Morocco.

In a letter addressed to Prince Hus¬
sein on tils appointment, the British
acting high commissioner for Kgypt,Milne Cheethatn, details the efforts
which be says England niaile to a void
war with Turkey, but which were frus¬
trated by the war party and the Otto¬
man Cabinet.
(illKAT lilt ITA I.N ACCKPTS

ai.i. iti:si»o\sinii,rrii:s
In inviting Prince Hussein to acceptthe oflice of "the prince of the family of

Mehemet All, most worthy to occupythe Khedival position, with the title
and style of Sultan of Egypt." Mr.
f'heetliam announces that Ureal Brit¬
ain accepts all responsibilities for de¬fense of the territories under the new
Sultan: that all Egyptian subjects will
be entitled to protection by Great Brit¬
ain: that with the disappearance of
Ottoman suzerainty, the restrictions
placed by Turkey upon the numbers
and organization of the army will dis¬
appear. that the relations with foreign
powers will be conducted by a Itritish
representative in Cairo, and that the
religious convictions of. I In* Egyptiansubjects will be respected scrupulously.In connection with his letter, tlio
commissioner, in a statement to-night,
says that in declaring Egypt free from
obedience to Constantinople, Great Brit¬
ain has been animated by no hostilitytoward the caliphate, and that In any
movement to strengthen and Improvethe Mahometan institution the new
Sultan will have the government's sup¬port. The promise is made that after
the war treaties will be revised and
that, "in such measure as the degree of
enlightenment of public opinion maypermit," the government "will lie asso¬
ciated with the task of government."
Many here express the opinion that

a clearer definition of Great Britain's
position in Egypt will accelerate prog¬
ress toward self-government In that
country.
Abbas Hilmi arrived in Vlennn to¬

day. according to advices received In
l.nmlon. j

l-'iinrrnt of Mnjnr-ticnrrnl llnvln.
WEST POINT. N. V.. December IS..

MaJor-General George B. Davis. United
States Army, retired, who died In
Washington on Tuesday, was burled
with full military honors In the post
cemetery here to-day.

\

ALLIES LOSE HOPE
OF EARLYMOM
OF GERM SOIL

Mystery Surrounds Decisive
Victory Which Berlin

Celebrates.

SILENCE MAINTAINED
AS TO NORTH POLAND

Allies' Offensive in West Con¬
tinues to Progress

Slowly.
(JUK.ATKST KKKOKTS AT AURAS

Admiralty Denies Report of Loss of
British Destroyer l»y

Kaiser's Ships.

Cloud of Uncertainty
« Over Affairs in East

ACI.Ol'l) of uncertain! y ntlll
Iuin^s over operations of thehelllKcreiit armies in I'olnttd.

Xo otllclal ticrmnn rppnrj hn« beeniNNiieil (n Ntnmti lis ncctirntc uniif-
flclnl i-inlni'i <n n (ieroian victory
over I he liussinns, which on Thum-
(lav nrousnl cut huslnsm to n hiu;hpitch throughout the tJcrmnn em-
lilrc.

The ln(r«< (icrninn *ln(ement on
? he Nlluntlon U Inconlr. "In Po¬
land." It Hii.TN, "we contluue to pur¬
sue tlic retrentJiiK enemy." AunlrinIn more communlcntlvc thnn Ilerlln,for Vicnnn ilerlnrfs the ItusNlnn
inn In force*' nre lieiuc imrsiiei! onthe entire linttlc front of some 2S0miles, from (inllcJn to (lint point 1111'oliind northenst of l.ovricx wherethe ll/.urn Itlver elliptic* Into the\ Istuln.

At regard* pnrt. nt leant, of thinstatement. IVtroprnd tnKei Ixnucwith Mrnnn. nssertlnn tlint ou tlifleft hank of the Vistula nn nlmoNtcomplete lull In the flKhtlnp; pre-vnlls, hut thnt nil the nttnckn madehgnlnnt thr Itunnlunn linvc lieen rei;pulled.

Tlic nlllcs. nccorillnc to I'nrln, con¬tinue to nnln Bfounil in ItclKium andI Vance. Ilerlln, however, assert*thnt the Centum operations linve re¬sulted in repulses to the nlllcs ntvarious plnceM, in koiiic Instancedwith heavy cnsunltlcs. Paris nhjhthe I'rpiH'li nrtlllcry Iihn destroyedtwo Iii-iiv) lint lories In the region ofVeril mi.

The Hrllish protectorate overi :r> pt lmi« lirrn ileclnred In nil theKiirrlson towns hy the flrlnt; of nnuliitc of l(M pruns nnd the ralslnprof the (Iritlsli (1 hr. Prince HusseinKeiunl hits liecn nppol 111cd Sultmi ofKffypt.

The Itritlsh admiralty denies thatliny llrlti.sli warships were minkilurinp; the (ierninn raid on the cantconst of KilKland. It Ka.rn, how¬ever, flint t»» men were killed nndllflccn wounded nlionrd the dc-stroyor Ilnrily.

I..OX DON*. I>ccemt>cr IS 110:15 P. M.)..Although there seems no doubt theRussians are retreating, and that forthe present any cxpectations the allies
may have held of an early invasion of
Germany must he dismissed, consider¬
able mystery surrounds the reported
decisive German victory, which Berlincelebrated last night.
Vienna gives a few details of fight¬ing in tiie ea«t. The claim is madethat the Russians have been drivenfrom their positions north of the Car¬pathian .Mountains, from Krosno toZaklicKyn, which, would indicate that

part >>f the southern line of railway inGaiiiia again is in the hands of theAustrian*, and that Piotrlsow and an¬other t.Vntral Poland town have beenstormed, but silence is maintained asto North Poland, where the Germanvictory Is said to have been achieved.The German official report dismissalthi* battle with the statement that "inPoland we are still pursuing th-3 en¬
emy, who continues to give way."
Amsterdam dispatches serve vto

heighten the confusion by <111011111? Ber¬
lin papers received there to-day as ex-
pressing disappointment at the fact
that no names of battlefields are men¬
tioned, that no tangible results of the
righting are disclosed, and that no lists
are given of the number of captured
guns and prisoners.
DISAl'POl.VI MIONT KEI.T

AT MI.KXfK OK HISSIAN9
Some disappointment is expressed

here at the silence or' the Russians, and
advices from Petrograd are awaited

j eagerl\
Tin; allies' t.Tensive in the west con-jtinui s to progress slowly, according to

'the Paris communication, although the
aggregate gains claimed during the
week indicate a considerable advance
in Inlanders and in the vicinity of Ar¬
ras. where tire allies seemingly ar«
making their greatest efforts in th«
belief that penetration of the German
lines would compel a general German,I retirement. It is still, however, a mat¬
ter of siege warfare in Belgium and
France. Berlin says many attacks of
the allies are being repulsed with heavyj casualties, which ar>- increased when
the Germans mine trenches, which the
allies are compelled to evacuate.
The admiralty denies the German re¬

port that German ships which raided
the east coast of Kngland on Wednta-
dny sank two British destroyers, say¬
ing no British ships were lost.

In reply to a request from the cor¬
porations of Hartlepool and West Har¬
tlepool to investigate the. raid, the ad-

Ijnlrnlty has replied that this will not
ho necessary, as the government is in
possession of all the facts.
The coroners of the thr*e bombarded

¦towns still are holding inquests over
the bodies of victims, the numbers .of


